June 8, 1963 



%« Aaron Aeher, Editor 
Viking Praaa 
625 Madison *Tm,, 

Saw York# H.i. 10022 

Smi sir. A attar. 



Shea Edward J. Epstein's Times aegazUe place appear*!, seared to 
nromotetba aale of "Counterplot", of which you ora the editor, 1 immediately 
wrote the Tinea charging ell references to me were designed as lihel, were 
deliberately inaccurate, were skilfully distorted, or a «embinetion.%lth 
it a special anti-dietionary definition of "presently", tha saga line editor 
wrote me they ear* looking into ay complaint end I would hear fron then 
"presently", Because the ^'iaee hae a ocean to it* author and he eerteinly 
hoe access to tho inforaetlon allegedly supporting hie writing, the alienee 
of the Time* and Epstein for this long interval do not encourage the belief 
that if you sere to raske e eiml 1 sr request of your author it would be wore 
productive, Kcnetheless, especially because of toe credit and responsibility 
he bestows upon you, 1 do suggest it. 



The longest fbotnote in "Counterplot" is contrived to libel me. 
withoui going into great detail about it, X suggest you undertake to learn 
for yourself if the quotation is accurate, if the meaning le distorted, if 
tha incident is completely and faithfully presented and, in feat, if the 
purpose it. he e beginning point, separate froa what Epstein should be able 
to provide you, why not aek yourself why grid Kevoomb woe asked to act ae a 
makeup man (he ia sn artist, not a photo grander, «e Epstein says) with only 
"one of each peir". ‘ — " * ■ 



Yon might also ask to examine tS »e result of this work, lasm for 
youreelf wh'-ther it wa» part of the Implied plot to "Creme" Thornley, If 
Epstein cenr.ot chow it to you, I cen - and will. 



Because it is pert of » libel, you sight aek Epateia for the 
Justification of saying this wee "sn effort to help 'Asm non realize this plea" 
l framing end falsely charging fhc-rnley). I think you should also aek hia for 
wb*t he eerefully elected to omit that exactly coincided, my visit to ‘hornley’e 
close friend end agent, Cliat Bddton, and whet I then foreoeet and what 1 offered, 

t A * writing, which proceeded Oarriaca’e charge, as kea aiear (and 
Epstein a writing makes clear also his familiarity with my writing), ay in- 
tore at in Thernley was and ia not related to perjury. It io very specific. 

However, for whatever it cay or say not be worth tg you, I do tell you that 
mere then one person told me of seeing Oswald sad i'horcley together in Sew 
Ortesn*, And here, boeauaa 2 think it fair to proeutao you ere f. decent man 
of decent motive, you might went to ssSc ycrnr author for the justification of 
the charge that Barbara Reid Is a practitioner of "voodoo" (ia other formulations 
"wi* chore ft). 




sr. “ r sr ,~r! ^ -ray**-. 

cf being the most di 3 hoao;t # contrived that *7 th f, dlatinot ion 

where tbs nstura 1 a* th« w no ^ recall eny book 

3i girt- o* the author have teen as skilfully spelled. 

cited libal^f L P f! OTO ? S °i 6re Un * illla « *<> **Heve thia. Adjacent to the 
cited libel of me is a lengthy section on Deve Idfton «nd Sferrv 

'tX ;: fgggv "* • »«» •» ™ j ok» si 

sssr&jLE r.^ 1 %r*«v: ~ r- *• 

. v a ' 3 a aiat'ser of fact, 1 will also supply a copy of the "letter" 

you U3"it~ Zt ^ nd °v r ’t* th<,r ° X not 1 C8n pp * u «« naa^when 

you reed it. But I thin* you should first ask your author. 

1 suggest these things as convenient touchstone*. They -ra <-Vr 
£“ isolated instance. The error is pelting and cennot * lUZ*ll 
It you Cor oco minute cua.tioa this, I extend to you sn unoeSiaid lnrtlL 
tien to come here and I will go over it with you ^g* by 
what is 90 artftilly misrepresented with such ecnmra-.ete science. ^ ? 

who may he *** " P *** ° f tawl "« tbe nat ™ * «* ■»*« 

that is a t t*'™** ilit ° tM# (f ° r U 1C w 0Tm 

, ZL ; 7cu »» tBo response or none that fea» meaning. I do en- 

Z° 5,T ?° ftCe#J>t invitations t otherwise they are unaccepted chellengeej 

i iiU, y ° ny S8y di ° puts 1 e * 7 » »• to support what I Tzy trT 

° BC ® before re had r> brief correspondence. You did not then . ,+» 

8d S *° " lnoU8at; * 1 dld * 1 *e2 iSinXi 

p^.ein got it an« fcaat, „iin loot, it wea my material, 

i In this spirit, I commend you on the real nateby title of the 

Sw CS fMm f th C0Unta ^^ S "? iQ K ® w Orleans". Ae you Just ai«ht not 

° ,niaSi0nS iD nC ° Unter?l0 ^* 1 d ° - and -Hked 

_ Please excuse the haste with which I write you ar.d it* fruit 
Sere i. not so preoccupied, I’d accompany this with photocopies I think * 
you c. find infonaotive end illomiceting. mt I do offer you the opportunity 
^**f® p * uri5 your integrity if I ea correct in believing that ea the editor 
with the responsibilities i believe are those of editors intthis field, ’ 
thet is involved. 



Sincerely, 



3arold ^eisterg 




